
Full 
criminalisation

All aspects of selling and buying sex or organisation of sex 
work are prohibited.

South Africa, 
Sri Lanka

Partial
criminalisation

Organising of sex work is prohibited, including working 
with others, running a brothel, involvement of a third 
party*, or soliciting.

India, 
United Kingdom 
(except Northern 
Ireland)

Criminalisation of 
purchase of sex

Laws penalise sex workers working together (under third 
party laws), any aspect of participating in the sex trade as 
a third party*, and buying sex. Also referred to as the sex-
buyer model, the End Demand, or Nordic Model.

Sweden, 
Serbia

Regulatory 
models

Sale of sex is legal in licensed models and/or managed 
zones and is often accompanied by mandatory condom 
use, HIV/STI testing, or registration.

Netherlands, 
Mexico

Full 
decriminalisation

All aspects of adult sex work are decriminalised, but 
condom use is legally required in some locations

New Zealand, 
Some states in 
Australia




